THE JEW SPIMS                          4*

Massena sent him on to Napoleon with one of his officers,
but by the time they reached Volkersdorf the Emperor had
set out for Laa, and the flag of trace only reached him the
next evening at Znaym, a delay which cost a good many
lives. The Austrian rear-guard, after retreating all day
without fighting, in the evening disputed our entrance into
the village of Guntersdorf. There was a brisk artillery
engagement, in the course of which a ball struck Mass6na's
carriage, and another killed one of the horses. Luckily, the
marshal had got out five minutes before. We repulsed the
enemy at length, and passed the night at Guntersdorf.

In war, spies are indispensable. Mass6na used to employ
in this capacity two Jews, brothers, very intelligent men,
who, in order to get accurate information, and earn higher
pay, used to slip in among the Austrian columns, under
guise of selling fruit and wine; then, falling to the rear,
they would wait till the French came up, and report to the
marshal. "While he was at Hollabrunn, he had promised a
large sum to one of these Jews if he would get him, by the
next evening, an approximate c state' of the forces in front
of us. Tempted by this bait, the Israelite travelled all
night by country roads, reached the head of the Austrian
army, and climbed a leafy tree in a wood, where he was able
to command a view of the road without being seen. As
the columns filed past, the Jew entered in a note-book the
strength of each 'arm. While he was thus occupied, a
sergeant of Jagers entered the wood for a few moments' rest,
and lay down just at the foot of the tree in whicli the Jew
was perched. In his alarm the spy probably made some
movement in order to hide himself; the note-book fell from
his hand, and dropped by the sergeant's side. Looking up,
he saw a man amongst the topmost branches, and took aim
at him, ordering him to come down. The miserable Jew
was forced to obey, and was taken before an Austrian
general, who, on seeing the accusing note-book, tad him
bayonetted. He lay on the road till the French army
came up, some hours later. As soon as the second Jew,
who was with us at that moment, beheld his brother's corpse,. with the general, exclaiming
